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Second Sunday of Lent  
Fr. Tom Little  -  91-31559 

Fr Sean Hyland  - 91-31212  

Sr. Joan Pierse  91-42565 

Emergency Priest on Duty  

087 2588118 

Askea Parish Community 

Centre Phone 91-42565 

087 1269709 

Collections last week: 

Development €1,512 

Offertory €1,408 

Mass Times:  

Askea 9.30am Mon-Fri;  

Sat 7pm; Sun 9am, 10.30am 

& 12 Noon.   

Bennekerry Sun 11.30am; 

Tinryland Tues 9.30am &  

Sunday 10am 

************ 

Deadline for items for 

Newsletter is 5pm on 

Wednesday by phone to 

9142565 or email to 

office@askeaparish.ie 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie 

God to enfold me, 

God to surround me, 

God in my speaking, 
God in my thinking. 

God in my sleeping, 

God in my waking, 

God in my watching, 

God in my hoping. 

God in my life, 

God in my lips, 

God in my soul, 
God in my heart. 

God in my sufficing, 

God in my slumber, 

God in mine ever-living 

soul, 

God in mine eternity.  

 

ancient celtic oral 

traditions - carmina 

gadelica  

 

http://www.askeaparish.ie/


 

 

 

St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 
Sunday 5th March 2017 

 
PUTTING GOD FIRST 

When we put God first in everything 

and live by the word of the Lord 

instead of living from the bread of the world then we 

Fast from fear; Feast on Faith 

Fast from despair; Feed on hope. 

Fast from depressing news; Feed on prayer. 

Fast from discontent; Feast on gratitude. 

Fast from anger and worry; Feed on patience. 

Fast from negative thinking; Feast on positive thinking. 

Fast from bitterness; Feed on love and forgiveness. 

Fast from words that wound; Feast on words that heal. 

Fast from gravity; Feast on joy and humour. 
      

 Archive of Homilies 



St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 

Fr Tom Little PP – Phone 059 9131559. Fr Seán Hyland CC 0599131212.  

Newsletter Items – 059 9143881. Deadline for News items: - 9pm 

Wednesdays Emergency Number for the Priest on Duty 087 2588118. 
Parish Office – 059 9142565 087 – 1269709. 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie;  email: office@askeaparish.ie 
 

Anniversaries 12th March 2017 
Henry & Rita Carter, Bennekerry 

Thomas and Brigid Hade, Palatine 
 

Collections last week:  Development €226     Offertory €295 
 

Palatine GAA Lotto Draw. Result of Draw Monday 6th March.  

Numbers drawn  5, 16,  20,  25.  No Jackpot winner.   
4 Lucky dips - each gets €50 
 Winner                                           Promoter 
Ivan Fennell                                    Askea Tyres 
Marie Bermingham                       John Kelly Bky 
Robert O'Neill                                Askea Tyres 
"Monday Golfer                            Vincent Toner, Pal House" 
Promoter's Prize                            John Kelly Bky 
Next Draw Monday 13th March    Jackpot €7,600 
 
 

Mass times for the season of Lent  
In addition to the weekday morning Mass at 9.30am in Askea 
Church, an Evening Mass will be celebrated from Monday to 
Friday at 7pm.  

http://www.askeaparish.ie/
mailto:office@askeaparish.ie


Kildare & Leighlin Weekly Lotto Results 
For Wed 8th March 2017. Numbers drawn were 5, 18, 19 and 

27.  No Jackpot winner. 24 Match 3s won €42 each.  
Askea/Bennekerry had 2 Match3s. Next week’s Jackpot €16,000. 

Winner   Promoter 

Betty Carter  Mary Shannon 
Dan Kavanagh  Michael Shannon 
Tickets €2 each – available from Askea Parish Centre.  Please note 
the draw takes place on Wed at 4.30pm in Portlaoise.  Tickets must 
be returned by 5pm each Tuesday to Askea Parish Centre.       

 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
In 2017 Kildare & Leighlin Diocese will have its first Diocesan Pilgrimage 
to Lourdes for five nights from 16th July which will be led by Bishop Denis 
Nulty.  The cost of the trip is €719 per person sharing. 
Booking forms are available from the Parish Centre. 
Joe Walsh Tours Pilgrimages 01 2410810. 

 
Vocation Views – Second Sunday of Lent – March 12

th
  2017  

“God has called us with a holy calling…according to His own purpose and 
grace.”  If you think God is offering you the grace of a vocation to the, call 
Fr. Ruairi O’Domhnaill vocations@kandle.ie,  www.kandlepriest.com  
 

Evening Vigil – St Joseph’s Church, Tinryland 16
th

 March 2017 

6pm – Hymn; 6.05pm – Stations of the Cross; 6-20pm – Evening Prayer; 
6.35pm – Rosary & Catena; 7.30pm – Mass of St Patrick; 8.15pm – Break; 
9pm – Holy Hour; 10pm – Concluding Prayers of the Legion; 10.05pm Night 
Prayer. 
 

Mass Times for St Patrick’s Day 

Askea - Thursday 16th 7pm; Friday 17th 9am, 10.30am & 12 Noon 
Bennekerry Friday 17th 11.30am 

Tinryland Thursday 16th 7.30pm, Friday 17th 10am

http://www.kandlepriest.com/


Mass times for the season of Lent  
In addition to the weekday morning Mass at 9.30am in Askea 
Church, an Evening Mass will be celebrated from Monday to 
Friday at 7pm.  
Other Services in Askea are: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
on Wednesdays from 10am to 7pm.   
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Tuesdays after the 
9.30am Mass.  
The Stations of the Cross will be recited before the 9.30am Mass 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays during Lent. 
The Rosary will be recited before the 9.30am Mass on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays during Lent and before the 9.30am Mass 
on every weekday outside the season of Lent. 

 

World Meeting of Families - Dublin 2018 
On behalf of the National Finance Committee I write to thank you 
and the people of your parish, very sincerely, for your generous 
response to last year’s first national collection for the World 
Meeting of Families 2018.  Almost €800,000 has been contributed 
by parishioners from around the island.  A fantastic achievement! 
Pope Francis personally chose Dublin, to be the host diocese for the 
World Meeting of Families from 22 – 26 August 2018.  Planning for 
this great national and international celebration of faith is well 
underway.   A dedicated office and support team has been 
established and later this year a nationwide programme of talking 
about the family will begin with an emphasis on Pope Francis’ 
teaching and reflections.  The World Meeting of Families promises 
to be an occasion that will reflect on the faith experience of families 
from many parts of the world as well as on the challenges and 
celebrations which characterise the ups and downs of day-to-day 
family life. 
As you know hosting this national and international event requires 
an enormous amount of planning and funding.  In this regard the 
second national collection will be held on the weekend of 1

st
 and 

2
nd

 April, 2017.  Your support for this collection is greatly 
appreciated.



Jesus of Nazareth The parishes of Askea, Bennekerry and Tinryland 

present the acclaimed DVD Video of Franco Zeffirelli’s “Jesus of Nazareth”.  
The presentation continues on Tuesday 14

th
 March from 7.45pm until 

9.45pm in Carlow Day Care Centre, Askea and will allow time for discussion 
of the content of the video.   Anyone interested in attending the 
presentation should contact Askea Parish Centre or leave their name and 
contact number in the Sacristy after Mass. 

 
Askea Parish Centre Parent and Toddler Group meet every Wednesday in 
Askea Parish Centre from 10am to 12 Noon for pre-school children.  Cost 
per family €2 per week.  Refreshments served.  This is a great way to meet 
other parents especially if you are new to the area. 
 

Tea / Coffee Evening to fundraise for Endometriosis being held 

in Askea Parish Community Centre after evening Mass on Saturday 
11

th
 March.  There will be a raffle on the night.  All proceeds go to 

Endometriosis Association of Ireland. 
 

Askea Senior Citizens 
Easter Party 
Sunday 9th April in Seven Oaks Hotel at 2pm. 
Bingo, music and tea. 
Names and money to be in by Wednesday 29th March. 
March Night Out on Wednesday 29th in Askea Parish 
Community Centre.  Bingo, music and cuppa.  Contact Marian 
059 93010.  Bus available to bring and collect people.   
Summer Holiday 
Anyone who has booked April holiday and who hasn’t paid 
deposit yet is asked to please pay immediate.   

Membership Fee due by end of March. 



VOLUNTEER IN AFRICA 
Humanitarian Volunteers are 
looking for volunteers to travel to 
Kenya on 15 June 2017.  
The volunteers will work on a 
humanitarian project for two 
weeks. No experience required 
and no age restrictions. Support 
and Supervision provided. 
Volunteers will also visit the 
resting place of the Venerable 
Edel Quinn.  No large fundraising. 
Volunteers will pay their own 
costs.  If you can assist teaching 
English, or assist with sports, 
games, arts, crafts or more, then 
you can make a real impact on 
the lives of the poorest and those 
without hope.  Contact Denis 
Humanitarian Volunteers 
 086 8520271. 
 

4 Week, Introduction to 
Mindfulness Course  
This is designed especially for 
beginners.  Tues 21st March, 7 
to 8 30 pm.  Teach Bhride, 
Holistic Education Centre, 
New Chapel, Lane Tullow 
Course fee: €80 
Contact Deirdre Dowling: 
 086 8551152 e-mail    
dmkdowling@gmail.com 
 
ÉIRE ÓG LOTTO WINNING 
NO’s Mon March 6th…6  23  27  
31… No Jackpot Winner. Bingo 
every Thur night @ 8.30pm.  
NEXT JACKPOT €10,400 

SINGLE Bedsit to let, 
Idrone Park, Tullow Road 
Carlow.  Contact 085 
1520888 for further details. 

 

Bennekerry 
Community Text Alert 
collection of €10 annual 
subscription will be in 
Palatine Clubhouse on 
Tuesday 14

th
 March from 

7.30pm to 8.30pm.  The 
committee would like to 
thank you all for your 
continued support. 
 

Follow Me Up To Carlow 
Concert series - Friday April 7th 
@8pm - Seven Oaks Hotel. 
We welcome the one and only 
RED HURLEY and The Man with 
the Golden Trumpet JOHNNY 
CARROLL as well as other local 
artists. Ticket Only Event. Tickets 
€20 available from Seven Oaks 
Hotel, or by contacting John 
Candy 087-2632324 or online at 
eventbrite.ie. 
 

Kilcullen Drama Group 
present "The Plough and the 
Stars", by Sean O'Casey 
Wednesday 29th March to 
Thursday 6th April 2017     To 
Book Phone Berney's Chemist 
045 481497 

 



Lá Fhéile Pádraig / St 
Patrick’s Day: 
Mórshiúl na Féile Pádraig /Carlow 
Town Parade. 2.30pm : Assembly 
3.30pm: Parade 
9pm: Céilí Mór na Féile Pádraig 
Festival Céilí in Carlow Town 
Hurling Club. Ceol: ‘Rise The Dust’ 
Céilí Band.   Adm: €10 
Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig / 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
 
Lecture on St. Mary's 
College Knockbeg. 
Monseignor Brendan Byrne,a 
former Rector of the College,will 
speak on the College in the 
revolutionary period 1913 -
1923.During the War of 
Independence the College 
became known as"The Rebel's 
Paradise " under the Rectorship 
of Father P.J.Doyle: a riveting 
story.  In Seven Oaks Hotel 
on Wednesday 15th March at 
8pm.Admission Free. All 
welcome. 

 

Would you like to save 
towards the cost of Christmas 
2017; First Communion; Family 
Events Etc Etc.  Contact 
ST CATHERINES COMMUNITY 
SAVINGS CLUB, ST JOSEPHS 
ROAD, CARLOW.  Open each 
Thursday 5 -6pm and 
Friday 12.30 – 1.30pm 
Available to Adults and children 
for individual savings of any 
amount up to €50 max per week. 
 

Easter Art Camp 
Week 1: Monday 10th April to 
Thursday 13th April 
Week 2: Tuesday 18th April to 
Friday 21st April 
10am to 3pm early drop off 9am 
visit www.muralmayhem.com  to 
register or call 086 8686783 for 
more details.  Wednesday 
Evening and Saturday Classes  
Children's Art Classes 
Wednesday Evening and Saturday 
Art Classes 4-6 years,7-10 years & 
11-13 years.  Venue: 25 The 
Paddocks, Brownshill Road, 
Carlow 
 

The AGM of Carlow Branch 
of Irish Guide Dogs for the 

Blind is in the Seven Oaks Hotel, 
Athy Road, Carlow on Thurs 30th 
March at 8pm.  The Branch 
invites new members to come 
along to this important meeting.  
Further details from 087 
9018753. 
 

Asca GFC Juvenile training 
is back for 2017.  Indoor in the 
Presentation College on 
Wednesdays at 6pm for up to 
under 12s.  Outdoor training for 
all ages will start Thursday 23 
March in Presentation College at 
6.30pm. First under 12 game is 19 
March and first Under 14  game is 
26 March.  Go Games will have 
their first event on 9 April. 
"Everyone gets a game". 



A Friend of God 
By Gerald Moore 
 

Through storms of darkness 
and hostility 
My friend sticks closer than a 
brother 
Forever by my side 
He guides me by His spirit 
And speaks to me through His 
word 
 

I am not afraid 
Even though trials may come 
Worry and despair  
He has removed 
A slave to fear I am no longer 
But a child of God secure 
 
When my greatest need 
Appears in front of me 
And no way out can be found 
He speaks to me 
Peace be still 
No need to be afraid 
I am in your boat 
This storm will pass 
Just use your faith 
And believe in who I am. 
 
Faith arises within my heart 
Holding on firm to His words 
Which tells me all my needs 
are met in Him 
And nothing will He withhold 
Reassuring me of His unfailing 
love. 

 
I place my hope and 
confidence 
In His eternal promises 
Heaven and earth will pass 
away 
But My words will not pass 
away 
My word will accomplish what 
I sent it forth to do 
 
My heart is full of rest and 
peace 
As I remember Jesus words to 
His disciples 
I no longer call you servants 
but friends 
He offers me this gift of 
friendship too 
Help me Lord remain 
steadfast, faithful and true 
When I hear your voice calling 
me 
Saying Follow Me and you will 
receive abundant life 
Where living waters flow free. 
 
Scripture References: 
John 15:15; Hebrews 3:15; 
Isiah 41:8; Isiah 55:11; 
2Peter3:10; Matt 24:35; 
Philippians 4:19; Proverbs 
3:26; 
Hebrews 13:5 
 
Mooregerald008@gmail.com 



CALENDAR 
FRIDAY :- 17th:-St Patrick, bishop, Principal Patron of Ireland ― St 
Patrick was born very probably in the early years of the 5th century 
in Britain.  He was taken captive at the age of 16 and brought to 
Ireland where he worked as a slave.  His captivity had a very 
positive effect on his spiritual life.  He escaped back home at the 
age of 22.  It was obvious to him that God was calling him to return 
to convert the Irish.  He studied probably in France, returned to 
Ireland c. 457-61 and made a tremendous number of converts.  He 
died in 491. 
SATURDAY  18th:- St Cyril of Jerusalem, 315-386, bishop of 
Jerusalem.  He excelled as a catechist and administrator, and 
suffered exile in his fight against Arianism. 
 

Trócaire 
Pope Francis has called all of us to act on climate change in his 
encyclical Laudato Si’. Pope Francis challenges us by saying: 
‘As Christians, we are called ‘to accept the world as a sacrament of 
communion, as a way of sharing with God and our neighbors on a 
global scale’. Laudato Si’, 9 
Trócaire is responding to Pope Francis’ call by working with the 
communities in Honduras, and other parts of the world, that are 
most at risk of the devastating effects of extreme weather 
conditions, such as hurricanes, floods, and drought, to help save 
lives by preparing for and mitigating the effects of the next 
emergency.  When disasters strike, Trócaire’s humanitarian 
response is triggered to provide emergency shelter, food, water, 
sanitation and medical care. Psychological care is also provided for 
men, women, and children in the aftermath.  Trócaire remains in 
the country to help communities get back on their feet with 
programs that support human rights, livelihoods, access to 
resources and gender equality. 
 

Please support the work of Trócaire this Lent.  Trócaire 
boxes are available in the Church and Parish Centre. 



Remember: 
Remember that your presence is a present to the world. 
Remember that you are a unique and unrepeatable creation. 
Remember that your life can be what you want it to be. 
Remember to take the days just one at a time. 
Remember to count your blessings, not your troubles. 
Remember that you’ll make it through whatever comes 
along. 
Remember that most of the answers you need are within 
you. 
Remember your dreams are waiting to be realized. 
Remember that decisions are too important to leave to 
chance. 
Remember to always reach for the best that is within you. 
Remember that nothing wastes more energy than worry. 
Remember that not getting what you want is sometimes a 
wonderful stroke of luck. 
Remember that the longer you carry a grudge, the heavier it 
gets. 
Remember not to take things too seriously. 
Remember to laugh. 
Remember that a little love goes a long way. 
Remember that happiness is more often found in giving than 
getting. 
Remember that life’s treasures are people, not things. 
Remember that miracles can still happen. 
Remember that God loves you, nothing in the whole wide 
world can or will change this. 
 



 

FAITH AND COURAGE 
In life there are people that will hurt us and cause us pain, 
but we must learn to forgive and forget and not hold grudges. 
 
In life there are mistakes we will make, 
but we must learn from our wrongs and grow from them 
 
In life there are regrets we will have to live with,  
but we must learn to leave the past behind and realize it is 
something we can't change. 
 
In life there are people we will loose forever and can't have back, 
but we must learn to let go and move on. 
 
In life there are going to be obstacles that will cause interference, 
but we must learn to overcome these challenges and grow 
stronger. 
 
In life there are fears that will hold us back from what we want, 
but we must learn to fight them with the courage from within. 
 
God holds our lives in his hands. He holds the key to our future.  
Only he knows our fate.  
 
He sees everything and knows everything.  
Everything in life really does happen for a reason: "God's Reason" 

Angie 
 


